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Mission Statement:  
The mission of  

Pioneer Elementary 
School is to  

maximize student 
achievement in a 

safe, caring  
environment.  

Pioneer Elementary School 
Empowering each other to pioneer a better tomorrow. 

 

10881 Riva Ridge Dr. 
Parker, CO 80138  

Phone  
303-387-8400  

 
Fax  

303-387-8401  
 

Attendance  
303-387-8402  

Dear Pioneer Parents and Community,  
These first few days of school have been 
fun and active here at Pioneer Elementary 
School! Students are settling into their 
classrooms, making new friends and 
developing relationships with their 
teachers. The first three weeks are so 
important for helping students learn 
classroom routines and expectations, and 
develop friendships and bonds with their 
classmates and teachers.  
 
Here at Pioneer we believe that the best 
education combines knowledge, skills and 
attitudes, empowering students to pioneer 
a better tomorrow. To help us develop 
positive attitudes, we adopted the Pack 
Profile, a description of the idea Pioneer 
student. If you are new to Pioneer, or if you 
just need a refresher, below is the Pack 
Profile.  
 
Pioneer Students are:  
 
 Caring - They show empathy, 

compassion and consideration for the 
needs and feelings of others. They have 
a personal commitment to service, and 
act to make a positive difference to the 
lives of others and to the environment.  

 
 Respectful -They treat themselves, 

others and the environment with high 
admiration, courtesy and esteem. They 
treat others the way they want to be 
treated.  

 
 Principled - They act with integrity and 

honesty, with a strong sense of fairness 
and justice. They take responsibility for 
their own actions and the 

consequences that accompany them. 
They do the right thing, even when 
nobody is looking.  

 
 Persistent – They make continued 

effort toward a goal, even though the 
task may be difficult. They do not give 
up when faced with adversity. They are 
hard working and goal oriented.  

 
 Open Minded - They understand and 

appreciate their own cultures and 
personal histories, and are open to the 
perspectives, values and traditions of 
others. They consider a range of points 
of view and differing ideas, and are 
willing to grow and adapt their thinking 
as a result of the experience.  
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 Inquisitive - They develop their natural 
curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to 
conduct inquiry and research and show 
independence in learning. They actively enjoy 
learning and this love of learning will be 
sustained throughout their lives. They ask 
questions and take action to answer those 
questions.  

 
 Motivated - They develop goals as well as the 

behaviors to help reach those goals. They take 
action to learn new material and use that new 
learning in their daily life. They are rewarded 
intrinsically, finding pleasure and satisfaction in 
learning and doing things well.  

 
 Adaptable – They are flexible, and are willing to 

adjust to a changing world. They can change 
their thinking, behavior or expectations to fit a 
new or specific situation or environment.  

 
 Prepared – They are ready and willing to learn. 

They have thought in advance about what they 
need to be successful, and have taken action to 
make sure they are ready and willing to learn, 
play and succeed.  

 Risk Taking - They approach new situations with 
courage and forethought, and have the 
independence and motivation to explore new 
roles, ideas and strategies. They are brave and 
articulate in defending their beliefs.  

 
If you would like to become more involved at Pioneer, 
there will be two volunteer opportunities next week. 
On Wednesday, August 28th at 5:30 p.m. our first 
School Accountability Committee will be held in the 
school conference room.  
 
Then, on Thursday morning at 8:00 a.m. we will be 
having our first PTO meeting. Both groups offer an 
opportunity for parents to become more involved in 
the leadership of Pioneer.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
Kelli Bainbridge  
Principal  

A Message From the Principal…….. 
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Every month the staff at Pioneer have a character 
trait that we encourage each other and the 
students to work toward exhibiting. We thought 
that it would also  be nice if we would share those 
traits with the parents and community so that you 
would know what we are working on for that 
month. We call these traits the Pack Profiles and 
each month has a new profile with a description of 
the profile.  
 

This month our profile is: 
 

Caring – They show empathy, compassion and consideration for the needs and 
feelings of others.  They have a personal commitment to service, and act to make a 
positive difference to the lives of others and to the environment.       
 
We hope that you can see the value in studying and aspiring to portray these 
profiles. 
 

“Live so that when your children think of fairness, caring and integrity, 
they think of you.”  
                                                  ―H. Samuel Brown, JR - 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Our new chickens that we got last spring as baby chicks have grown and matured 
throughout the summer into full grown chickens. The Wyandotte chickens are 
absolutely beautiful but the Barred Rock Chickens are the friendliest. The chickens 
have begun laying eggs though they are fairly small and not as frequent as they will 
be in a few months.  We will begin selling the eggs after they reach the correct size.   
 
The chickens are very social and really enjoy when people come to visit them 
however, we have had a swarm of bees that moved in to the coop over the 
summer. If you choose to come up and look at the chickens on the weekend please 
feel free to do so but watch for the bees as they tend to be fairly aggressive at 
times. 
 
 
 
 

Chicken Scratch … 

Pack Profile … 

http://www.girlscoutsofcolorado.org/join
mailto:Rob@tscacolorado.com
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As most of you know, Kingsley is our therapy dog that has 
been working in the school for three years.  Some people 
have asked why we have adopted a therapy dog for 
Pioneer Elementary.  Therapy dogs have been used across 
America to provide comfort, security and relieve anxiety 
for students that are dealing with stressful situations 
whether at home, in the hospital or at school.  It has been 
found that therapy dogs not only provide comfort but 
they also provide a sense of connection.  Schools and 
hospitals are finding that therapy dogs can reduce stress 
and aid in social and emotional well-being.  Animal 
assisted therapy can teach empathy and appropriate 
social skills and improve self-confidence.  With the 
decreasing anxiety that some students feel, schools have 
found that learners improve in reading and writing levels.  
Students also have enhanced relationships with peers and 
teachers due to experiencing unconditional love and trust 
from the therapy dog.   
 
Kingsley is a Schnoodle.  We all get a kick out of saying the 
word schnoodle so we love to tell people what breed she 
is.  She is a cross between a poodle and a miniature 
schnauzer and is just a little itty bitty thing.  If you have 
not had a chance to meet Kingsley, please come by the 
office and visit her.  She is at school on most Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays.  Mrs. Bainbridge also takes her 
outside during arrival and dismissal times so that families 
can have a chance to meet her and get to know what her 
purpose here at Pioneer is. 

 
 
 
 

Things are off to a great start in the music room this year. 
Getting all of our classroom procedures for playing 
instruments and getting focused into place means we can 
do more!  
 
Kindergarten and 1st graders are learning some fun 
dances and the names and proper playing of instruments. 
Throughout the year we will work to establish a solid 
steady beat. And of course we have plenty of singing! 
 
2nd and 3rd graders are learning "The Hammer 
Song" (you may know from Peter, Paul and Mary) with 
American sign language. We are beginning to talk about 
how music is used to convey a message or idea and the 
power that can have. They have jumped right into 
instrument playing and folk dancing. We're looking 
forward to drum playing and forming small groups to 
practice performing. 
 
4th and 5th graders have been talking about the 
importance of understanding the words of music they're 
listening to. It's an age when kids start to develop their 
own musical tastes and many kids don't realize the 
message of a song. They think if the song has no "bad" 
words , it is appropriate and we've spent time time 
talking about how that is not always the case. I feel that 
learning to be a good "consumer" of music is an 
important lifelong skill. This month we'll be getting our 
modern (rock) band curriculum underway. In fact, I've 
opened a Rock Band club for 5th graders in the music on 
Fridays before school at 8am. If your child is interested, 
please email me at: mbishop2@dcsdk12.org. 
 
I'm looking for some rock band instruments that you may 
not be using that you'd consider letting us use at school. 
Please get in touch with me if you or someone you know 
has a drum set, electric guitar, or electric bass you'd be 
willing to lend or donate. I love rocking out with your 
kids! Please don't hesitate to send me an email if you 
have any questions about what we're doing. 
 
Musically yours,  
 
Mrs. Bishop   

Music Notes….. 

Kingsley Chronicles… 

mailto:mbishop2@dcsdk12.org
mailto:rob@tscacolorado.com
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Hello Pioneer families and welcome to the 19-20 school year. First and foremost, I love being the physical 
education teacher here at Pioneer. It has been a privilege to be here at Pioneer for the last 7 years. It is a 
pleasure to see the growth students make year to year understanding their bodies and what exercise does for 
them. We do activities that they can easily do around the Town of Parker and sports that I know that they can 
also try in a safe environment. I try to show plenty of different activities that they can do to get exercise and 
hopefully find at least one or more they want to do outside of school.  
 
I start the school year with games that work on collaboration so they know how important that will be while 
they are in P.E.  Some of these games that I include are the games Indiana Jones, Castle Relay, Hop Hoop 
Hoopla, and Castle Ball. Ask your students about these because they are some of their favorites but also great 
at reinforcing team work and that collaboration.  
 
I get the younger students to work on their personal space management and following rules while in the gym. 
This is so important to their success in the years to come in P.E. and moving around safely around their 
environment doing things like running, riding bikes, amongst others.  
 
1st to 5th grade parents you should receive an email each and every day that your student is in p.e. talking 
about how hard they worked on that given day. The email will be from the company IHT and could possibly 
go to your junk mail. I have told each of your students about this and seeing the email can give great talking 
points about exercise and heart rate. You will see a chart that you can look at if you click within the email 
detailing the zones of heart rates they worked within. Even the 1st graders should be able to tell you what 
the different colors and zones mean. The colors that they see are blue, yellow, and red. It is not a bad thing if 
your child has exercised in the red zone! The red zone is the highest zone but is also good if they are working 
out in that zone for a portion of the days they are in the gym and more important know what that feels like to 
be in that zone. If you want me to add additional email addresses for your student I can add more individually 
just email me at luke.brown@dcsdk12.org.  
 
I look forward to working with and getting to know your students and their families throughout the year. 
Luke Brown 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

PE Pizazz…… 

mailto:luke.brown@dcsdk12.org
http://www.medved.com/
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Hello Pioneer Elementary students and families!  
My name is Mrs. Keen, and I’m so excited to start teaching at our school! I was raised 
in the Denver area (go Chatfield Chargers!), but I’ve spent the last 6 years living in 
North Carolina. I’m so excited to move home! I have missed the Rocky Mountains and 
all of the fun outdoor activities that Colorado has to offer!  
 
I graduated from Meredith College in Raleigh, NC, with a Bachelor of Arts in Art 
Education. I've been teaching for four years at an elementary school in Cary, North 
Carolina. I’m going to miss my school and my students, but I’m so looking forward to 
starting fresh and meeting all of you!  
 
When I’m not at school, I’m spending time with my husband, my baby, and my two 
cats! I love hiking, watching soccer and baseball, going to concerts at Red Rocks, and 
eating Mexican food. Do you like tacos? They are my favorite!  
 
My mom says I drew my first smiley face when I was 18 months old, and I never 
stopped making art! Between drawing and painting, ceramics and sculpture, 
printmaking, fiber arts, and photography, I have tried it all. My favorite artist is Vincent 
Van Gogh, and I still love to color in coloring books! I encourage my students to 
celebrate and explore the unique differences that make them who they are!  
 
I look forward to meeting y’all (I sure have been living in the South a while)!  
Sincerely, Mrs. Keen  

Artfully Yours… 

 
Art Room News! 

 
 
5th grade is creating 
Zentangle drawings- organized 
doodling with pattern and 
contrast! 
 
4th grade is creating their own 
mythological creatures! 
 
3rd grade is learning about 
scale, and creating their own 
larger-than-life paintings of 
flowers, in the style of Georgia 
O'Keefe! 
 
2nd grade is learning about 
Vincent van Gogh and creating 
their own version of "Starry 
Night!" 
 
1st grade is learning about 
primary and secondary colors, 
and color mixing! 
 
Kindergarten is learning about 
the Art Room routines and 
rules, and painting like 
Kandinsky! 
 
 
 

http://www.mucksuck.com/
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Parent Information 

 

            

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Quick Links 

Pioneer Elementary 
PTO 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 27  Read-a-thon Kick-off Assemblies 
 
August 28  SAC Meeting 
 
August 29  PTO Meeting 
 
September 2  No School—Labor Day 
 
September 6 PTO New Family Welcome & Family 

Night Movie 
 
September 23 Spirit Night @ Chipolte 
 
September 26 PTO Meeting 
 
 

https://sites.google.com/a/dcsdk12.org/pioneer-elementary-pto/
https://sites.google.com/a/dcsdk12.org/pioneer-elementary-pto/
http://engaged.dcsdk12.org/
https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/login/getmain?requestAction=home
https://dcsd.nutrislice.com/menu/pioneer/lunch/

